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BORIS HAG ELIN 



Lug, Sent. 23.1963. 




Dear Elizebeth find Bill: 

It was a chock for us to learn, fruin Sture that Bill felt run clown again, and that you had to 
return to Washington. 

I was backiin Lug two days ago, and I found at hone your very kind letters, and also the nice 
photos, for which I want to thank you most cordially. ' ■ 

On nry arrival I also found, that I have to be in Menton before the end of this month, in order 
to be able to sign a contract for die apartment, so I feel a little topsy— turvy. Annie will 
arrive tomorrow morning, and we shall have to get our next plans in order as soon as possible. 

to "Queries to be clarified" , the rest will have • 




I 


To-day I will try to give you some answers 
to come later. • H 

1. There were no french Huguenot ancestors, I learnt just before leaving Sweden that ljiy genealo- » 
gical cousin, five times removed, had come' to the begi nning, of the line. Our family name was PI 
originally Hagelind: Grovelinden, or the linden in the grove. This was a soldiers name, given b> = 
the Govmut to the' Soldier, who lived at a cox'tain assigned cx’oft. Oux - ancestor was the fourth S 
soldier to get this name, as the throe preceding had fallen in the wars. — Thejl^vas later 
dx’opped, as it was easiei’ to pronounce Huge 1 in than Hagelind, it is believed. 

2. t-Jy father’s belief that his grandfathexjliad taken the name on becoming sheriff was not correct, 

he had evidently been misinfoimed. • __ “ " . -S 

3. My father died -on -March 4, 1955. Ho 'was. bom on Sept. 28, 1860. ' ' " H 

4. ly father attended the Techn. University in Stockholm from 1883 to 1885. B 

5. lly sisters name was Anna, lijilia Karolina. Bpxai 1887, died 1940. She was married, no children.^ 

It was an unhappy marriage fox* her. 

6. My sister had hex; schooling in Stockholm, and lived with, a family Setterluhd. The head of thej 
family was a prinicpal of a public school in StocIJiolm, andjny father had .lived there when he 
was in Stockholm' 1883—35. My sister ..ent 'to a well known private 'school. I suppose that ny fathe.'j 

'laid planned the same schooling for me, as I was placed with the Sebterlunds, and was sent to ny 

sifter's school. I did not get much learning during that :.c1m»o 1 year, as I had diphteria during B 

the fall texmi and scarlet fever during the spring tox'm, with chicken pox; thrown in, during thejB 

Xmas holidays. I do not Juiow, why my fatiier took mo back to Russia and put me .into a. Russian B 

scliool. Bxit tlie reason for bringing mo hack to Sweden in 1904 was the lu«?_vy xuirest in Russia B 

— the first revolution flared out in 1905. ' B 

Now with regard, to my feelings: There was vexy little family' - life at homo. My father was extre- St 

mely busy, and oftei/a.way from home, and my mothex' was/Vexy norvous^^o^l did uot miss home vexy H 

much. When I came to the Swedish school in 1904 I hau a rather hard time: I was considered a B 

Russian, the Russo-Japanese wa.r was on, witli the Swedish sympathies on the Japanese side, ajxd ■! 

there were also a number of Pinnish boys in the school, who took out their anti-Russian feeling.B 

on me. I feel sure that if I .had been permitted to grow up in a good, normal family, I would S 

aP * ° ' S 

not have experienced^ my nex'vous bx’eakdowns. - K 

7. I vent iix 1921 to vox'k with the S.O. /l\ r . J. /. TTyis company had just made a deal with the Nobel B 
family, /bought 50/ of their stock in the Nobel Brothers Petroleum Production Company/, and.it 
was then expected that Russia would soon be openeud up again fox' foreign investment and work.. 

8. Re the Nobel family. The first Nobel in Russia., Immanuel the younger, had four sons: Robert, 
Ludwig, Iinil and Alfred. Immanuel returned to Sweden, when his affairs went bad, ond took his 
sons Emil and Alfred along. Mail was blow up in a nitroglycerine explosion, and of Alfreds 
financial successes you know. Robei’t stax'tod the oil business in about 1375, and this was 
organized into a stock company ini 1879 /the ■ ume year that rav father came to Balox/ to them./ 
Ludwig, Alfred and a col. Bildorling, a Russian officex-.#, became the main stocldioldors. Robert 
retired, and returned to Sweden — he could not subordinate himself. 

Ludwig became the driving force in the company, — lie was an unusual man, highly gifted, energet | 
ic and very human. Wien he died in 1888 his son Emanuel took over. 

9. I dont know who Justin Nobel was . Where did you get tills name fx’on? 

10. All industries in Russia were nationalized after the Bolshevik revolxition. This happened 
for the oil industries in 1920. Emanuel Nobel and his advisors managed, by some legal tricks, 
no doubt, to iiavc the Swedish Uovex-nmcnt acltn owl edge the transfer of the Russian Nobel company 
to Sweden, as a Swedish coi'yox'ation My father was asked to become manager of the oil px’oduc— 

> kion in iiussia before tills was done', — he was a.sked in 1917, when the Bolsheviks did not have 
con-l.ro 1 over u-kn, r-i-w other *v« ■•to o n Rus-sia. BBESS22s22i22iEEES2sE5S22EE5Ei^SSE3^0 r I 



